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Start

Enjoy a visit to the Chain Bridge Honey Farm 
Visitor Centre before beginning the walk. 

From the Honey Farm, head downhill along the 
roadside to the Union Chain Bridge.

Scale: 1 grid square = 1 km (0.62 miles) 

Follow the tarmac driveway until it becomes a 
path. Continue to follow this riverbank path for 
about a mile (almost 2 kilometres) ensuring you 
re-close any gates you open as you go. 

Look out for a glimpse of Paxton House 
towering above you on the Scottish side of the 
River Tweed.

You’ll pass several shiels. These are small 
fishing cottages, often with a nearby turf-roofed 
icehouse to keep the salmon catch fresh.
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Admire the Union Chain 
Bridge on your left. The 
statue of its designer, 
Captain Sir Samuel 
Brown, is by Sebastian 
Boyson and was installed 
as part of the bridge's 
conservation in 2022.

Continue heading north 
on the tarmac driveway 
through the gate. This 
area is called Watham 
Fishery. On the other 
bank is Scotch New 
Water shiel. Before the 
Union Chain Bridge was 
built in 1820, people 
crossed the river at this 
shallower point, called 
New Water Ford.
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After crossing the stile at Gearyshiel at Low 
House, the path meets a quiet tarmac road. 
Turn right, uphill towards an old pink sandstone 
wall to join it. Immediately behind you is the old 
crossing point, Market Ford, which led to the 
border lane between England and Scotland.

Follow the road south, away from the river. This 
road runs through the site of a large military 
camp from 1639, when King Charles I was 
embroiled in the Bishops’ Wars.

At West Loanend farm, turn right. Follow the 
signposts to pass the farm without crossing 
the farmyard.

Pass through the gate on the left, then walk 
along the field edge, keeping the hedge on 
your right.
At a gap in the hedge, re-join the track on your 
right, and continue on it. You've now passed the 
farm without entering the farmyard.
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On your right, just before you the lane heads into 
the trees, is the site of a promontory fort, which 
may date from the Iron Age.
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The Union Chain Bridge is directly below you. 
 The anchorage points for the bridge are in the 
sandstone cli� on which you are standing.

Follow the lane downhill to return to the Honey 
Farm and the road.

This walking route was devised by local volunteers in 
2022 as part of the Union Chain Bridge Project. In this 
project, the entire bridge was dismantled, its 
components tested, cleaned, repaired, replaced 
where necessary, and reinstalled. 

This work was a partnership between Northumberland 
County Council, Scottish Borders Council, The Friends 
of the Union Chain Bridge, Museums Northumberland 
and the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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Turn left shortly after the windmill, through the 
second gap in the hedge.  Head towards the 
house, following the right-hand edge of the field 
to avoid walking on any crops. This is slightly 
di�erent to the path as shown on OS maps.

To your left, you'll see the Cheviot Hills
 in the distance.

Pass through a gate near the house, then bear 
left along a track. Good views of the Tweed valley 
open up on your right.

Follow the track as it curves to the right, passing 
an old windmill on your left.

Union Chain Bridge - Loanend Circular
Distance: 5 km (3 miles) 
Total climb: 35m (115 ft)
Total descent: 35m (115 ft)
Technical di�culty: Easy
Start Point and end point: Union Chain Bridge 
(Honey Farm)
Parking:  Chain Bridge Honey Farm Visitor Centre 
during their opening hours. 
A circular walk taking in the Union Chain Bridge, 
River Tweed and undulating fields, reported to be the 
site of a Bishop’s War encampment of King Charles I 
of England.

The path is a combination of tarmac road, gravel track 
and footpath, a little rough in places. Strong shoes or 
walking boots recommended. Can be muddy when 
wet and icy when cold at point 13. There are cattle 
grids and stiles to cross en route.

This walk is equally pleasant in the opposite direction, 
heading anti-clockwise.


