
Paxton

Yardford Shiel

Paxton House

Tiled Cottage

Loanend

West Loanend

Tweed Cottage 

Priory Cottage

Horncli
e House

Low House

Horncli
e

Bench

The Boathouse

Union Chain Bridge

Chainbridge Honey Farm

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 9 10

11

12

1

Start

After admiring the Union Chain Bridge ensure 
you are on the Northumbrian side, and, with 
your back to Scotland turn right to walk uphill 
on the road. On your right is a finger post 
pointing through the trees, take this path. It can 
be muddy here.

Union Chain Bridge - Horncli�e Circular
Distance: 4 km (2.5 miles)
Total climb: 35m (115ft)
Total descent: 35m (115ft)
Technical di�culty: Easy
Start and end point: Union Chain Bridge. It is also 
possible to begin this walk in Horncli�e, 
beginning from point 7.
Parking:  Small, dedicated area slightly uphill from 
the bridge.
Toilets & Refreshments: Chain Bridge Honey Farm

A circular walk taking in the Union Chain Bridge, 
River Tweed and an historic village with 
ancient roots.
The path is a combination of tarmac or concrete road, 
gravel track and footpath, a little rough in places. 
Strong shoes or walking boots recommended. Can be 
muddy when wet and icy when cold.

Optional extension to Norham from 
Scale: 1 grid square = 1 km (0.62 miles) 

Follow this very obvious path along the riverbank 
for about half a mile. Look back behind you – 
there’s a lovely view of the Union Chain Bridge. 
Just above the path is an artfully situated bench, 
so pause a while and drink in the vista.

After enjoying the view, continue on the obvious 
path. Note a wooden gate on your left after a 
while, through which you’ll rejoin the path on the 
return route.
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As the path bends round to the left, following the 
curve of the river, you'll pass a ruin. Trees begin to 
appear near here. Noisy bird-scarers can startle 
the unprepared walker here too!

After almost half a mile, the riverside path 
diverges to the right, but you want to continue 
straight on, using the track and passing a hut.
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Soon after the hut, Watham Shiel, the track 
becomes a concrete lane and snakes to the 
left uphill. 

If you want a longer walk, you can add an 
extension by ignoring the concrete track and 
following the riverbank to Norham Castle. To 
head back to Horncli�e, head uphill behind the 
castle, via Red Rock and Hangman's Land, 
passing an Iron or Bronze Age settlement atop 
Green Hill. Drop down to cross a footbridge, then 
climb back up to the village. This adds just over 4 
miles, or about 7 kilometres to the route.

Use OS maps Explorer 339 or Landranger 75 to 
do this.

At the top of the hill, the lane opens out onto the 
road in the historic village of Horncli�e.

Turn left onto the road and walk along it until 
you reach a finger post and gate on your left. 
Pass through the gate and enjoy the herb garden 
as you head downhill on this path towards 
 Toft's Plantation.

Almost immediately, the path splits. Take the 
stronger-looking right-hand fork. The path through 
the plantation shadows the line of 
the fence.

6 As the path swings round to the right, you’ll see a 
clearing in the trees to your left. This is for the 
modern power cables but handily it lets you see 
back where you walked along the riverbank. This 
looks as though it might have been a sensible place 
for a ford to have crossed the river in the past. You’d 
never know it, but as you look at the river, in the 
field behind you there may once have been a 
Roman fortlet, a temporary camp used when the 
army were moving quickly across country.

Soon, the path meets another path to make a 
T-junction. Here, turn left to head downhill.

After crossing a small footbridge, turn left onto the 
track continuing to go downhill for a few metres to 
reach a reach a rather elegant metal gate on your 
right. Go through this gate, remembering to close it 
again after you.

The path crosses this field diagonally, keeping the 
hills and trees to your right and the river (when you 
can see it) to your left. You’ll come to a wooden 
gate, which you pass through, then turn right.
(This is the gate you passed at stage 3).

Now you are back on the original path you walked 
in steps 1 and 2, so retrace your steps back to 
the bridge. 
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This walking route was devised by local volunteers in 
2022 as part of the Union Chain Bridge Project. In this 
project, the entire bridge was dismantled, its components 
tested, cleaned, repaired, replaced where necessary, and 
reinstalled. This work was a partnership between 
Northumberland County Council,  Scottish Borders 
Council, The Friends of the Union Chain Bridge, Museums 
Northumberland and the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 


